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                How to File Articles of Incorporation in California        


        










    
                Filing your Articles of Incorporation in California is a pivotal step in establishing your business as a formal legal entity, offering liability protection, and paving the way for growth and success. Explore our comprehensive guide below to understand the process and its significance in building a thriving business in the Golden State.        
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Completing and filing correct Articles of Incorporation is necessary for forming a California corporation, per Section 14631 of the state code. It sounds complicated, but we’ll walk you through the form and show you how to submit it to the Secretary of State. Note that everything you fill out becomes publicly available information, including your name and the address you list for the business.







How to Complete the California Articles of Incorporation Form



California makes filing Articles of Incorporation easy. Detailed instructions are listed on each form for both domestic (in-state) and foreign (out-of-state) companies.



Submit Your Form



The easiest method is using the portal on the Secretary of State’s website. The Secretary of State also accepts Articles of Incorporation filed by mail or in person.



Fill Out the Form



Here’s how to fill out your Articles of Incorporation form.



Box 1: Name



Fill out the name of your company exactly as you want it to appear. If filing as a foreign corporation, fill out Box 1 exactly as your company’s name appears on its California Certificate of Status. This document shows that your company is current on its taxes and has satisfied other requirements needed to conduct business in your home state. You can get one through the government or right here on ZenBusiness.



The basic rules for naming a business in California are:



	You cannot use the words bank, trust, trustee, insurer, or similar finance-related words.
	The name of your company cannot imply it’s a government organization.
	Include the word corporation, company, incorporated, incorporation, or limited. Acceptable abbreviations include corp., co., inc., and ltd.
	You cannot pick a name already in use by another business. California provides a useful name search tool to look up business names.




If you need more time to complete your filing but don’t want to lose your desired business name, place a hold using by contacting the Secretary of State and paying a $10 filing fee.



Box 2: Address



This must be a physical address capable of accepting mail within the state of California. You must have a business address even if you plan to conduct business entirely online. You cannot use a P.O. Box or “in care of” address. Do not abbreviate the name of the city, such as by using “L.A.” if your business address is in Los Angeles.



Your company’s address goes in Box 2a. If you plan to accept other mail at a P.O. Box, include that in Box 2b. If you’re completing the Statement and Designation by Foreign Corporation, which is needed to register an out-of-state business, this information goes in Box 3.



Box 3: Service of Process



Most states refer to this role as a registered agent, but California uses the term “agent for service of process.” A registered agent is responsible for accepting legal documents on behalf of your company. You can serve as your own agent, or you can appoint another person or business to serve in this role as long as that entity meets certain requirements.



Your registered agent must have a physical address within California and be available to accept official documents during regular business hours. ZenBusiness’s partners provide registered corporate agent services to meet your company’s legal obligations to receive important legal notices and correspondence from the California Secretary of State. Talk to us today if you’d like to use this option and make the process much smoother. It can fulfill legal obligations and give you peace of mind knowing that your company won’t be at risk if you aren’t available to receive an important document.



If appointing an individual as your registered agent, include their information in Boxes 3a and 3b. Do not fill out Box 3c. If you are using a corporate agent, fill out their information in Box 3c. Do not fill out Boxes 3a or 3b. On the form for foreign filings, you’ll instead use Box 4 to designate an agent for service of process.



Box 4: Stocks and Shares



You must list at least one share. Shares represent ownership in your business. If you’re forming this company with other people, you may want to assign shares based on how you wish to divide ownership.



This box does not appear on the foreign Articles of Incorporation form since existing businesses have already made these decisions.



Supplemental Forms



You can also include a cover letter with your filing. A cover sheet isn’t part of your official filing; it just tells the Secretary of State how to contact you. This is optional but may make the process of filing easier.



Sign and Send



You’re almost done! Before you sign, review the form to ensure everything is accurate. Note that the state of California currently does not accept e-signatures or other digital forms of signature for Articles of Incorporation. You must sign in ink.



Deliver your Articles of Incorporation in one of three ways:



Online



If submitting online, scan your form and then submit using the eForms portal. You must have a Visa or MasterCard to pay the filing fee.



By Mail



If you wish to submit your form via USPS, first download the form (either domestic or foreign). Fill it out, print it, and mail it to the Secretary of State.



Include a check or money order for the filing fee, made out to “California Secretary of State.” Mail to: 



Secretary of State
Business Entities Filings Unit
P.O. Box 944260
Sacramento, CA 
94244-2600



In Person



If you wish to file your form in person, this must be done at the Secretary of State’s office in Sacramento. The address is: 



1500 11th St., 3rd Floor
Sacramento, CA 
95814



Fees



The fees are:



	Online or by mail: $100
	In person: $115




You may pay an extra fee to expedite the process.



	24 hours: $350
	4 hours: $500
	Same day: $750




*Always check with the Secretary of State to confirm current pricing and fees.







Conclusion



Starting your own corporation can be an exciting step on the road to financial independence. ZenBusiness wants to help you achieve your dreams and offers business formation plans for first-time business owners. They’ll help you devise Articles of Incorporation for your company and ensure they’re filed properly and without stress.












California Articles of Incorporation FAQs





        	
    
    
        
                What does it cost to incorporate in California?        


            
    
        The base filing fee is $100, but you must pay a $15 handling fee if you’re filing in person.

    


	
    
    
        
                How long does the incorporation process take in California?        


            
    
        Normally, processing your Articles of Incorporation can take up to five business days. Due to processing delays, though, you may have to wait up to several weeks. However, if you’re exceptionally eager to get your business started, you can pay a fee (listed above) to expedite the process.

    


	
    
    
        
                Who processes California Articles of Incorporation?        


            
    
        The California Secretary of State processes Articles of Incorporation.

    


	
    
    
        
                Which business entities need to incorporate in California?        


            
    
        All businesses should consider a formal entity structure, but there are some that would do better as a corporation than other types. See ZenBusiness’s entity guide to see which one is right for you.

    


	
    
    
        
                What California statute governs California Articles of Incorporation?        


            
    
        Section 14631 governs the creation of Articles of Incorporation in the State of California.

    


	
    
    
        
                Do I need an attorney to file California Articles of Incorporation?        


            
    
        An attorney is not required for this process. However, an experienced attorney may provide valuable advice and guidance.

    




    














    
                California Business Resources        


        




            
        	
                        
                                                    
                                
                                Start a Business in California                                

                            

                        
                    
	
                        
                                                    
                                
                                Best Businesses to Start in California                                

                            

                        
                    
	
                        
                                                    
                                
                                California LLC                                

                            

                        
                    
	
                        
                                                    
                                
                                California S Corp                                

                            

                        
                    
	
                        
                                                    
                                
                                California Corporation                                

                            

                        
                    
	
                        
                                                    
                                
                                California Agent for Service of Process                                

                            

                        
                    

	
                            
                                                            
                                    
                                    California LLC vs Nevada LLC                                    

                                

                            
                        
	
                            
                                                            
                                    
                                    California Certificate of Status                                    

                                

                            
                        
	
                            
                                                            
                                    
                                    Best California LLC Services                                    

                                

                            
                        
	
                            
                                                            
                                    
                                    Articles of Organization in California                                    

                                

                            
                        
	
                            
                                                            
                                    
                                    Business Filing Fees in California                                    

                                

                            
                        
	
                            
                                                            
                                    
                                    California PLLC                                    

                                

                            
                        
	
                            
                                                            
                                    
                                    What is the California Franchise Tax Board Fee?                                    

                                

                            
                        
	
                            
                                                            
                                    
                                    Apply for Business Licenses and Permits in California                                    

                                

                            
                        
	
                            
                                                            
                                    
                                    Dissolve Your California Business                                    

                                

                            
                        
	
                            
                                                            
                                    
                                    Benefits of a California LLC                                    

                                

                            
                        
	
                            
                                                            
                                    
                                    California Secretary of State Business Filing Changes                                    

                                

                            
                        
	
                            
                                                            
                                    
                                    California $0 Filing Fee – Limited Time!                                    

                                

                            
                        
	
                            
                                                            
                                    
                                    Start a Property Management Business in California                                    

                                

                            
                        
	
                            
                                                            
                                    
                                    Register as a General Partnership in California                                    

                                

                            
                        
	
                            
                                                            
                                    
                                    California Professional Corporation                                    

                                

                            
                        
	
                            
                                                            
                                    
                                    California Secretary of State Business Search                                    

                                

                            
                        
	
                            
                                                            
                                    
                                    California LLC Foreign Qualification                                    

                                

                            
                        
	
                            
                                                            
                                    
                                    Amend California Articles of Organization                                    

                                

                            
                        
	
                            
                                                            
                                    
                                    California Small Business Taxes                                    

                                

                            
                        
	
                            
                                                            
                                    
                                    Transfer LLC Ownership in California                                    

                                

                            
                        
	
                            
                                                            
                                    
                                    Change a Business Name in California                                    

                                

                            
                        
	
                            
                                                            
                                    
                                    DBA Name in California                                    

                                

                            
                        
	
                            
                                                            
                                    
                                    California Single Member LLC                                    

                                

                            
                        
	
                            
                                                            
                                    
                                    California Nonprofit Corporation                                    

                                

                            
                        
	
                            
                                                            
                                    
                                    Form a California Partnership                                    

                                

                            
                        
	
                            
                                                            
                                    
                                    California LLC Name Reservation                                    

                                

                            
                        
	
                            
                                                            
                                    
                                    California Articles of Incorporation Amendment                                    

                                

                            
                        
	
                            
                                                            
                                    
                                    California Sole Proprietor                                     

                                

                            
                        
	
                            
                                                            
                                    
                                    Best CA Registered Agent Services                                    

                                

                            
                        
	
                            
                                                            
                                    
                                    California Annual Report Filing                                    

                                

                            
                        
	
                            
                                                            
                                    
                                    California Statement of Information                                    

                                

                            
                        
	
                            
                                                            
                                    
                                    California Operating Agreement                                    

                                

                            
                        
	
                            
                                                            
                                    
                                    California LLC Rental Property                                    

                                

                            
                        


                    
                Show All
                
                    
                
            
            

    














    
        
                Ready to Incorporate in California?        


            

    
        
                
    
        
                        
                                    
                                                        
                    
        
        Enter your preferred company name
    

                

                
            
    

        
    Start Now
            

        



            

    






        

    


    
        
            
                                
                    
                        
                Get Incorporated in California Today!        


        

                    


                                
                                    
                        
                                
                                
                        
        
    

        
    START NOW
    
                        

                                    

            

        

        


    

        
            
                    

    
    Log In
                

            
                Contact Us
            


            
                                
                [image: Public Benefit Corp]
                
            

        

        
            
                
                    Services                

                	Formation Services
	Registered Agent
	Worry-Free Compliance
	Operating Agreement
	Annual Reports
	New York Publication
	Money Pro


            

            
                
                    Company                

                	About
	Careers
	Grants
	Reviews
	Blog
	Articles
	Newsroom
	API
	Refer friends, get $25
	Compare ZenBusiness
	Public Benefit Corporation
	Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion


            

            
                
                    Support                

                	F.A.Q.
	Help Center
	Contact Us
	Terms of Use
	Privacy Policy
	LLC Costs
	Partner Program
	Affiliate Program
	Glossary


            

        


    


    
        
            Made with 🌮 remotely by ZenBusiness INC © 2024. All Rights Reserved.

        

        
                            
                    [image: Visit our instagram page]                
                            
                    [image: Visit our twitter page]                
                            
                    [image: Visit our facebook page]                
                            
                    [image: Visit our linkedin page]                
                    

    



    
        












[image: ]
